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1The Honorable Stephen Limbaugh, United States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Missouri.
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Before WOLLMAN, Chief Judge, BOWMAN, and MORRIS SHEPPARD ARNOLD,
Circuit Judges.

___________
PER CURIAM.

Kenneth McClendon and sixty other named plaintiffs brought this action against

the City of Berkeley, Missouri, its mayor, and various of its other present and former

officials.  Their complaint raises a variety of claims under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 based on

alleged violations of their constitutional rights in addition to claims arising under 42

U.S.C. § 1985(3) for allegedly conspiring to violate certain constitutional rights.

McClendon also asserts a pendent state-law claim sounding in false arrest and

malicious prosecution.  In general, the claims all arise from alleged political misconduct

by city officials.  The District Court1 granted individual Fed. R. Civ. P. 12(b)(6)

motions to dismiss filed by all defendants.  The court also denied leave to plaintiffs to

file an amended complaint.  Plaintiffs appeal, contesting these rulings.

Having carefully considered the case, we conclude the District Court did not err

in dismissing as to all defendants on the ground that the complaint failed to state a

claim upon which relief can be granted.  Similarly, we conclude the court did not abuse

its discretion by denying plaintiffs' motion to file an amended complaint.  See Bell v.

Allstate Life Ins. Co., 160 F.3d 452, 454 (8th Cir. 1998) (stating standard of review).

Inasmuch as an opinion in this meritless appeal would involve only a restatement of

well-settled rules of law and their straightforward application to the allegations of the

complaint, an exercise already thoroughly and competently performed by the District

Court, we affirm the rulings of that court without further discussion.

AFFIRMED.  See 8th Cir. R. 47B.
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